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INTRODUCTION. 
KH E Iſland of — Ke 


the Inhabitants are not only alarm'd 


by every trifling Armament of the 
Enemy, but underthe greateſt Ap- 
prehenfions: frequently | from their 
own Slaves; it becomes a Matter 


of publick Concern to conſider 


how to render ſo valuable a 


Poſſeſſion ſafe and ſure, and 


free from the Dangers with which 
it is ſo manifeſtly threatned. The 
meaneſt Capacities may furniſh 
Hints uſeful to the greateſt ; in this 


Perſwalion; I humbly offer, in the 
following Sheets my: poor Thoughts, 
and 4 ſome Propoſals which I 
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tance to its Mother Country, and 
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INTRODUCTION. 


am far from thinking adequate to 
the Occaſion, but I hope they will 


be ſufficient to excite Men of greater 


Abilities to propoſe better and more 
ſuitable ones ; for ſomething muſt 
be done, and. that ſpeedily, or this 
valuable Colony will be undoubt- 
edly loſt, and "the Britiſh Empire 


in the V. „% Indies much curtail d, 


if not totally ruin d. 
The firſt Thing Phy eficians; Jo 


is, to enquire into he? Cauſe and 


true Nature of the Diſtemper; one 
lucky Circumſtance, and perhaps 

the only one in the preſent Gale, 18, 
that ours cannot be unknown, our 
Danger being plainly owing to the 
too great Number of Negroes in 
Proportion to white Perſons, being 
at leaſt as ten to one, and the too 
little Care that is taken to manage 
thoſe Negroes. To ſhow the Ne- 
ceſlity of being more careful and 
bringing 01 Suction under Diſcipline, 
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INTRODUCTION. 
is the End of this ſmall Trac; the 
Means propos'd are very few, and 
indeed reducible to one Point, vis. 
that of having a due Proportion of 


Freemen (of one Colour or another, 
white, black or yellow, ſince white 


Men enough cannot, at leaſt imme- 
diately be got) to Slaves. My De- 
ſign in hindering Slaves from being 
bred to Trades, or employ'd in the 
Houſe being, that there ſhould be 
no more than what are neceſſary 
for the Field or ſuch kind of Drud- 
gety as cannot be carried on but by 
them, and that white, or at leaſt 
Freemen, ſhould be employ d in all 


other Services, and that even in the 


Field the Drivers ſhould be free, 
and not Slave put over Slave. 
I may ſeem inconſiſtent with my 
ſelf, in firſt of all proving Slavery 
to be contrary to the Law of God 
and Nature, and then implic itlyal- 
lowing it, by propoſing how Slaves 
"8 2 ſhould 


INTRODUCTION. 

ſhould be regulated. I cou'd wiſh 
with all my Heart, that Slavery 
was aboliſh'd entirely, and I hope 
in Time it may be ſo; but to do it 


at once, would be itſelf a great Evil, 
and a Ruin to Thouſands nid Yo 


Wealth is wholly, or chiefly veſted 
in them. Therefore I ſhall be 
content, if no more Slaves be im- 
ported, and thoſe we have put 
under good Regulations,--- Time 


will do the reſt, which is the beſt 
Mender, when Things are put in 


a good Train, as it is the gentleſt 

one, doing its Buſineſs by imper- 

ceptable Touches and Degrees. 
Nor is it from a moral View only 


that J am for hindering the further 


Importation of Slaves, and making 


the other Regulations, but from a 
political one too; it being ſincerel 


my Opinion, that the Iſland muſt 
otherwiſe be inevitably ruin'd. We 


Have eſcap d Many Dangers, Symp- | 


toms 


Mt 
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toms uſually forerun the Diſtemper, 
Providence always gives ſufficient 


Warnings, we have had ours; Pro- 


vidence has done its Part, we ſhould 
do ours, in taking Warning and 
altering our Courſe. 


I lay the greaſteſt Streſs upon the 


Point oſ De which is a Con- 


ſideration I ſhould think would af- 


fect every one. I own I am affected 
with the moral one; but if the Par- 


liament ſhould Rill think that no 


Branch of Trade whatever (tho' it 


be in human Fleſh, in the Lives 
and Liberties of our own Species) 


is to be parted with upon any Ac- 
count ; let them go on buying in 


Africa, to ſell in Vew-Spain, but 


let no more be ſold in our Colonies 


---let us be Wicked ſtill, but let us 


not be Fools. When we have al- 


ready more Slaves than are con- 
ſiſtent with our ar Safety, let us not 


bring 
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bring in more and mote to make 


our Perdition ſure. And fince the 


Planters themſelves have not the 


Head or the Heart to find out or 
make uſe of proper Remedies, and 
cannot forbear indulging themſelves 


both in their Indolence and fond 


Deſire of more and more Negroes, 
ſurely the Parliament at Home 
ſhould interpoſe, were it only out 
of Pity to theſe their Children, who 
know not what they do, who are 
playing with Edge-Tools, which 


they cannot manage, and ſhould be 


prevented from cutting themfelvyes. 
And ſince white Men cannot be got, 
(and never will be got till other- 
gueſs Meaſures are purſu'd) I think 
the Planters ſhou'd be made to ma- 
nage as well as they can with the 


Materjals which they have at Hand, 


throwing their Negroes into ſuch a 


Form and putting them under ſuch 


a Diſcipline, as that inſtead of there 


being, 
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INTRODUCTION. 
being any Danger of their rebel- 
ling, they might be made uſeful in 
withſtanding a Foreign Enemy, 
and what then would hurt the 
Iſland ? I know this is far from 
being palatable to the Planters, their 
— Pride and filly Prejudi- 
ces being againſt it, but I am ſure 
it . be — and for their 
Good; and I cannot think that 
the 1 of Great- Britain 
ought to riſque the Security of ſo x 
bs an Iſland as + ee 
defer doing what is abſolutely, ne- 
ceſlary for its Safety, out of a Defe- 
rence to the Humour of a few Plant: 
ers, and until they are pleas d tp 


think rightly themſelves. 


Leet it — wh d beſides, that 
one Regiment would then be ſuſh- 
cient for the Security of the Iſang, 
and the Jamaica Squadron might 
have other Views. beſides that of 
_— defending. the Iſland and 
getting 
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INTRODUCTION. 
getting a few Prizes, they might 


go wherever ſome national Service 
call'd them, to Leeward, if they 
pleas d, and be abſent for Months 
together, and the Iſland i in no Fear 
(al being ſwallow'd up in the mean 

_ time; this is likewiſe a Conſidera- 
tion methinks not unworthy even 
the Notiee of the Parliament. 

1 have introduced in the Dia- 
logu es but two Perſons, a Planter 
r an Officer, as I thought them 

ſufficient fully to expreſs my Senti- 
ments in the Matter; and I ſhould 
have been glad to have done with- 
out them, not perceiving in my- 
ſelf any Talents for that kind of 
Writing, but I found J could not 
| diſcuſs ſome 'of the Points ſo tho- 
roughly and minutely any other 
Way. The Reader therefore muſt 
not expect to find either of the 
Characters drawn with any Nice- 
neſs or Accuracy. I have put ma- 
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ny Things in the Officer's Mouth, 

that might as well have been 

ſpoken by: a Merchant, a Lawyer, 

or a meer Gentleman of no Pro- 

feſſion; but I choſe the Oharacter 

of an Officer; as ſuch a- one might 

be ſuppoſed to have ſeen more of 

the World, and to have freer No- 

tions of Things than a Jamaica 

Merchant, anf to be more idle, and 
more apt to indulge himſelf in un- 

profitable Specu — than a Law 

yer. I have given him a. ſtrong, 

Air of Eachuſialm, which ſeemed; | 

neceflaty to me,; as one of another 

Turn ener, with any Pro- 

0 priety, be made fo very. zealous as 
he is, in an Affair which regards 

his private Intereſt ſo little. 

But to deal ingenuouſly with, my 

Reader, another and truer Reaſon. 
_ be (as he ſpeaks my Sentiments 

y,that Lam myſelf not a little 

2 wx it that Paſſion, ſo that I 


| may 


IN DRODUCTA ON. 


may have drawn my ova Picture 
una wares, only exaggerating the Fea 
tures, being as like the Officer, as 

Sir Roger de Coverly in the Spefta- 
tor was to the Saracen's Head; to 


which: the Reader will be apt to 


add this further Similitude, that 
they are boch Sign-Poſt Painting 
"Believe me, Reader, however 
lightly and indifferenily I may have 
treated this Matter, I łkno nothing 
more ſerious, or more worthy the 
Attention of the Legiſlature, unleſs 
it be to pay off the publick! 1g 
and to revive the Militia of 1 
land, tliat a Parcel of Hi oblanders, 


with the Scum of the Low-Jands, 


may not range as they liſt through 
a once warlike Land — Impuni- 
ty, proclaiming a Popiſh Pretender, 


on Engliſh Ground, where cheir 


moſt regular and royal Armies never 
put their Foot formerly without 


Trembling, and ſeldom without 


due Chaſtilement. 


DIALOGUE 
SPANISH-TOWN. 
BETWEEN AN 5 
OFFICER and a PLANTER, 
| am afraid I interrupt you; 


you are ſo ſurrounded with 
Books ; — for an Officer 


to be ſo ſtudious 1$ ſome- - 


thing extraordinary. 
- O. Nobody that I am acquainted with 
is in Town, I muſt be at my Poſt, fo I a- 
muſe myſelf as you ſee, and I think my- 
{elf happy in having ſome Taſte this Way, 
not being obliged to go into Company I 
don t like; but Nobody loves to ſee a 
B Friend 


FEES 


Friend more than I do, ſo away go Books ; 
and I aſſure you I am nn glad to 15 


you. 

P. You will give me Leave to look upon 
them; bleſs me, what are here]! Puffen- 
dor u 8 Mooliaſton, and I know not 
who : I think I ſee a Bible too ; what the 
Duce can this be for ? Some Point of Di- 


vinity or Politicks, POTTY for the Preſs 


ſure ! | 

O. Why, don't fy any thing and I'll 
tell you ; between Friends I am a little 
crazy ; I havea Crack, that is certain, and 
yet I cannot find in my Heart to be ſorry 


for it ;— there is a Pleaſure in being mad, 


which we mad Men only know, as a mad 
Poet has ſung, having found it out expe- 
rimentally. I am writing, and for the 
Preſs, tho' not Meſſrs. Baldwin's, as you 
will gueſs by the Subject. I am endea- 
vouring to prove, don't be furpriz'd, that 
Slavery, as it is now practiſed amongſt ue, 
1s contrary to the Law of God and Nature, 
I confute by right good Arguments, the 
Authorities by which the Chriſtians of 
theſe latter Days have been induc'd to ad- 
mit of that State, which was condemn'd 


by the primitive Fathers, and is ſo entirely 


4 | oppoſite 


= 
4 4 


954 


7 1 1 
| oppoſite to the whole Tenour, and very 4 
Spirit of Chriſtianity. | : 

P. But you have not only the modern 

Chriſtian, but the ancient Heathen, Greek 

and Roman, as well as Cuſtom againſt 

you ; it is thought to be agreeable to Law 

by the greateſt Men at preſent of that Pro- 

feſſion, whatever Opinion Holt and others 

might have had formerly ; and I never 

41 heard it was condemned by our preſent 


Divines. 

O. That is the Reaſon why I faid I was 

a little crazy, I know the Difficulties Iam 

14 to encounter; when Wit, Learning and 
Eloquence deſign to diſplay their Talents 

in Favour of prevailing Errors that tend, 

or are thought to tend to Mens Intereſt, 
RG plain down-right Reaſon has little Chance + 
| to get the better of-Prejudice and Intereſt 
thus ſupported : I know the Abuſes I muſt 
ſuffer, as Madman, Viſionary, Enthuſiaſt, 
Sc. yet knowing this, I will on; I feel 

an -Impulle ; — 
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Perbaps tis Sacred, and I muſt obey, 


Let others toil to be at-the Top af Afﬀ- 
fairs, do you Planters labour on, buying 
I 2 mare 


(4) 
more and more Negroes; getting more and 
more Land, though already you have 
more than enough of both; let thoſe of 
you that retain a Taſte for your own Co- 
lour, intreague to get this and that Woman, 


Iwill go on ſcribbling and combating this 
Error. Do you build fine Houſes, after 


your Faſhion, for yourſelf or Miſtreſs, I 


will have as much Plealure with my Callie: 


in the Air. 


P. You will allow 8 the Plea- | 


ſure you have afligned me and my Coun- 


trymen, to be more real and ſubſtantial, 


not ſo chimerical as yours. 

O. Your Objects are real indeod, bot 
| your liking depends upon Fancy, the moſt 
fickle Thing in Nature; mine is founded 


in Reaſon, for I endeavour to do good, 


and Reaſon you know is invariable, always 


willing and nilling the ſame, ſo 1 ſhall 
hold out the longeſt. 


P. Youat firſt own'd you wete: a little 
crazy, and you now talk of your Reaſon ; 


one would think you. had found out the 


Art of reconciling what Terence thought 
ſo contradiftory, Inſanire cum ratione. 
But pray let's ſee what you have wrote. 


= 


4 


1 


(5) | 

O. Since you have caught me in the 

Fact, and will have it, there take it as 
it is, you will ſee tis not * d. 
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20 Slavery, as it isnow praflicd 


in America, is againſt the Law 
of C God and Mature. 


HA 1. in a State of Nature, Men 
are equal in reſpect of Dominion, 


is a Maxim unconteſted by any Writer of 
Note upon Politicks, and is indeed as 


evident, as ary Propoſition in Euclid. 
Since then Men are free by Nature, how 


come they to loſe their Birth-right the 


Ways are three, 
I. Some have fold it for a certain and 


more plentiful Maintenance (as Eſau did 


for Pottage) which is Pufendorf's Opi- 


nion of the Origin of Slavery. 


 2dly, Some have forfeited it by their 
Funes | 


30 
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_ 34ly, Some have had it taken away from 


them by Force,—_ 

The two firſt Ways are agreeable to Na- 
ture ; for, as to the firſt, a Man may cer- 
tainly part with his own and exchange it 


for what he thinks better ;— and as to the 


ſecond, it is for the Good of Mankind in 
general, that thoſe that offend againſt the 
Peace of Society, ſhould ſuffer for their 
Offence by Loſs of Liberty, Life, or Goods, 
as ſhall ſeem meet to the Legiſi ture. 


Theſe two Ways are likewiſe agreeable to 
the Old Teſtament, as appears by ſeveral 


Texts ; I ſhall mention but two. Exod, 
chap. xxii. ver. 3. ſpeaking of a Thief that 
is breaking up, He ſhould make full Reſti- 
tution, if he have nothing, then he ſhall be 
ſold for his Theft, And Leviticus chap. 


XXV. ver. 47. If a Sojourner or Stranger 


wax rich by thee, and thy Brother that dwel- 


leth by him wax poor, and ſell himſelf unto 
the Stranger, &c. 

But as to the third Way, which is call'd 

the Right of War, that there is no ſuch 

Right in the Reaſon of Things; that, 

however it may have been practis'd and 


allow'd of by many and great Nations, 


and thence been introduc d with great So- 
lemnity 


03) 


lemnity into the Law of Nations, and ſup= 
ported by grave Authorities ; yet, that it 
is contrary to the Law of Nature, and like- 


wiſe to the Law of God, as contain'd in 


the Old and New Teſtament, is what I 


ſhall endeavour to prove. 

The Arguments of thoſe that maintain. 
this Right of War, as it is call'd, run thus ; 
one Nation they ſay, with Reſpect to an- 


other, is as one Man in the State of Na- 
ture, would be to another. Now two 
Men in that State, that ſhould fight for 
the Poſſeſſion of ſomething they both 


had a Mind to, would certainly each have 


a Right to kill the other during the Con- 
flict; and as the Conqueror would of 
Courſe have the Power, he might put his 
Power in Execution.—From whence they 
infer, that he might enſlave him, arguing 


thus; — Life without Liberty is better than 
no Life ; therefore, he that has a Right to 
take away the greater good, and only takes 


the leſs, does a Favour, can do no Injury; 


for ſhould the conquer'd Party happen to 


prefer dying, he may oblige his Conqueror 


to kill him, and ſo have his own Choice. 
This Argument being built. upon a falſe 


Foundation muſt fall to the Ground; for 
B 4. tho 
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tho! it is an undoubted Right of War to 


kill one's Adverſary, and two Combatants 
may kill the one the other, during the 
Combat; yet as ſoon as the Combat is over, 
and one yields up the Thing in Diſpute, 


the State of War ceaſes, and conſequently 


its Rights ceaſe with it. While the Bat- 
tle laſts, Self- preſervation gives the Right 
to each to ſecure his own Life by taking 
that of his Adverſary; but the Battle be- 
ing over, the Danger is over, and Self- 
preſervation can no longer be - pleaded: 


And I appeal to the Common-ſenſe of 


Mankind, whether to take away in cool 
Blood the Life of thoſe that ſurrender, is 
not reckon'd cruel and inhumane. Our 
brave Edward the Black Prince, indeed 
kill'd his Priſoners, but not till the Ene- 
my rallying; and the fmall Number of his 
own Men made it abſolutely neceſſary, 
and upon that Footing he is juſtified by all 
Hiſtorians. Had he had enough Men to 


have guarded the Priſoners and fought the 


Enemy, he would have been inexcuſable. 
I inftance in this, to ſhew, according to 
the common Senſe and Judgment of Man- 
kind, that nothing juſtifies the taking away 
Another Man's Life but to preſerve. your 
own. 


* 
\ ) 
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(9) 
wn. It is plain therefore, that a Con- 
queror, after the Conqueſt, has not that 


Pretence of Danger, and therefore cannot, 


by the Right of Conqueſt, take away his 


\ 


Adverſary's Life, and conſequently cannot 


take away his Liberty, his Right to the latter 

being founded on his Right to the other. 
* Mr, Locke, who ſeems to allow Sla- 

very, allows it upon the Suppoſition, that 


the Life was forfeited firſt, and indeed it 


cannot be ſupported upon no other Prin- 
ciple: But that Suppoſition being proved; 
if I miſtake not, by what I have ſaid be- 
fore, to be without Foundation, his whole 
Argument falls with it to the Ground. It 
is plain therefore, that Conqueſt gives no 
Right; and that the only Reaſon why it 
has been thought to have done it, is for 
want of making the true Diſtinction be- 
tween the Right of War and the Right 
of Conqueſt, which have been confounded 
and . together as if they were the 

ſame, 


The Captive having \deferved to loſe his Life, as 
doe ſuppoſe, it is no Injury to him to make him a Slave; 
and if he finds his Slayery more inſupportable than 
Life is ſweet, he may procure his Death at any Time, 
by diſobeying his Maſter. Locke in his ſecond Trea- 
tle of Goyernment, cap. iv, § 23. 


(10) 


| ſame, tho indeed they are ar different 


Ideas. 


To me the preceding Argu ment ſeems | 


concluſive ; but we will ſuppoſe, for Ar- 
gument Sake, that Conqueſt doth not put 
an End to the State of War, which being 


once entered into never ceaſes, but that it 
and its Rights always continue. In that 
Caſe it muſt be owned the Conqueror has 


a Right to kill the other, but the other 
has likewiſe the ſame Right, though not 


the ſame Power to kill him. Their Rights 


over the Life of each other are equal, 
though not the Power; but Power gives 
no Right. Should it be alledged, that he 
who has the Power, and forbears to make 
uſe of it, muſt do it upon ſome Terms ; 


I anſwer, thoſe Terms muſt be explicit, 


they are not implied, they muſt be agreed 
to, and known before they can be agreed 
to. It is not a neceſſary Conſequence, that 

if a Conqueror ſpares the Life of his Ad- 
verſary, he muſt do it for the Sake of his 
Service. I appeal to any one what he 
would think of that Man, who having 


his Enemy down, ſhould hold his Sword 


at his Throat, and lay, if you do not in- 
ſtantly 


? 


p 


and in their own Power. 


6 


ſtantly promiſe that you and yours ſhall 


ſerve me and mine, as I, my Heirs and 
Aſſigns, their Heirs and Aſſigns for ever 
ſhall think fit, I will put you to Death, you 
Villain, this Moment : And whether, in caſe 
the other ſhould out of Fear, promiſe and 
ſwear perpetual Fealty and Service, for him- 
ſelf and Children: Whether, I fay, ſuch a 
Promiſe would be binding in Equity and 
good Conſcience, whether it would not 
be in its Nature void, as obtained te Du- 
2 

Thus, I think it plainly appears, even 
upon the Suppoſition that the State of 
War ſtill continues after Conqueſt, that no 
Right to a Man's perpe tual Service can be 
founded upon it; and indeed the Thing 
ſpeaks itſelf, for all ſocial Rights muſt be 
founded upon Compact, and the State of 


War muſt ceaſe before the Compact can be- 


gin; for there cannot be any Compact or A- 
greement but between Perſons that are free, 
In ſhort, to 


ſum up all, no one has a Right to take 
away the Life of another, but to preſerve 
his own, or to puniſh ſome Crime; the 
Right to puniſh which, every one has in 


a 


(E) | 
{ State of Nature; but the Magiſtrate i is 
alone inveſted with it in a civil Society. 
If I ſhould be aſked, what the Conque- 
ror gains then by his Conqueſt, and if he 
has not a Right to the Perſon, what Right 
he has acquired? J anſwer, a Right to 
the Thing in Diſpute, to that which oc- 


caſioned the Quarrel, or Reſtitution with 


ample Coſts and Damages, if it was for an 
Injury received; this is plainly all the 
Right the Conqueror. acquires, and one 
would wonder how any other came to be 
thought of, if we did not find by Expe- 
rience, that whatever Princes, or great 
Men think'convenient, Civilians are ready 


to prove lawful. For I would appeal to 


any one, -- whether he can in Conſcience 
really think, that he has a Right to the 
perpetual Service of every one he is able 


to beat, with whom he quarrels, or picks a 


Quarrel. But ſurely one's Nature will not 


| ſuffer any one to allow that another has a 


Right to him, becauſe that other happens 
to be ſtronger, and picks a Quarrel with 
him, that he may enter upon, and take 
Poſſeſſion of his Perſon by divine Right, 
Les, - ſays — the Conqueror has a 
Right, 


.# 


Right, and a divine Right; for (as we 
find him quoted by Puffendorf, Lib. vi. 


< c, 3.) ſince all Victory is from God, and 
by his Providence the Conqueror gets 


* into his Hands the Perſon of the Ene- 
« my, it follows that the Life of the 


© Captive might be immediately taken 


< away; but ſince Humanity would/cerce- 
* 


* 


ly have ſuffered, that the Victor ſhould 


< always exerciſe this Rigour on an un- 


cc 


« armed and ſupplicant Perſon, it was 


thought convenient to forbear Execu- 


tion, and to retain his Power over the 


e Priſoner, who might thus be of good 
« Uſe in the Affairs of Life,” What 


Stuff! for I muſt appeal again to common 


Senſe, whether, in every Quarrel between 


two Men in a State of Nature, or every 


War between two Nations, and in every 


Battle or Skirmiſh during that War, it can 
without the greateſt Preſumption and Im- 
piety be ſaid, that God fits in Judgment, 

_ deciding and decreeing the Poſſeſſion of 


one Man to another, juſt as the one hap- 
pens to be ſtronger or weaker than the 


other. It is a very good and noble Meta- 
phor to ſay, when two independent Pow- 


EIS 


Ls 
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ers are forced to have Recourſe to Arms, 
that they appeal to Heaven, that God is 
their Umpire, there being none. upon 
Earth, But to found a Right upon a Me- 


taphor is ſomething odd, tho' not un- 


common ; witneſs Tranſubſtantiation, and 
indeed almoſt all the Pope's Pretences, as 
well as thoſe of abſolute, indefeaſible Mo- 
narchs ; which well conſidered, have, moſt 
of them, no other Foundation. But no 
one ſeemed to have underſtood the Force 
of this Figure better than one of the Ro- 


man Emperors, who, by Dint of it, proved 
himſelf to be of a different Nature from 


his Subjects, they being, metaphorically, 


Sheep, and his Imperial Majeſty, by the 
ſame Figure, a Shepherd. 

Faving thus ſhewn the Falſity of the 
vain, tho' ſubtle Arguments, by which it 
has been pretended, that Conqueſt gives a 


Right of making Slaves, I ſhall have no 


_ Difficulty. in proving it to be contrary to 
the Law of Nature : I need only for that 
refer the Reader to Woollaſton's Chapter of 
Truths reſpecting Mankind; and J appeal 
to his own Conſcience, whether it is not 


cContrary to every one of them. Indeed 


there 


( 15 ) 


there is an Aﬀertion in one of them, that 


would make one tremble to think of, vis. 


that he that begins an Injury, is the Cauſe 


of all the Miſchief that enſues : Upon 
which Reaſoning we are anſwerable, not 
only for all the Murders the Negroes com- 
mit on White Men, in endeavouring to re- 
cover their Liberty, but likewiſe for all the 
Executions we make of them, whether in 
the Field, or on the Gibbet: But this will 
open ſo diſagreeable a Scene, that I chuſe 
to let down the Curtain, and ſee no more 
of it. That it is contrary to the New 
Teſtament, the Goſpel of Peace and Love, 


which makes us all Brethren, and teaches 


us to love our very Enemies, will be al- 
lowed at firſt Sight. That it is likewiſe 
contrary to the Old Teſtament, will ap- 
pear by one or two Texts that I will quote, 


after premiſing what cannot be denied, 


vi. that the New Teſtament, having 


broke down the Bounds that ſeparated the | 
Fei from the Gentile, all Nations that be- 


lieve the Goſpel are obliged by it to ob- 
ſerve the ſame Rules of Behaviour towards 


thoſe of other Nations, as the Jews were 


obliged to obſerve one towards the other, 
when 


6 


when ſome of the Tribes were at War 


with the other Tribes, as when the 
two of Judab and Benjamin were at War 
with the other ten. In ſhort, the Old Te- 
ſtament being a Rule to Chriſti ans, as 


far as it is not altered or abrogated by the 


New, and both together, as far as they a- 
gree, making but one Rule,— 
tian is obliged to treat every one, of what 
Nation ſoever, as a Hebrew was obliged to 
treat a Hebrew, Now it doth not appear, 
that when the Tribes were at War with 
one the other, they made their Captives 
Slaves ; . but the contrary ſeems moſt 
plain, for even thoſe they bought were to 
be free in ſeven Years, Exod. cap. xxi. ver. 
2. If thou buy any Hebrew Servant, ſix 


Years ſhall- he ſerve; and in the ſeventh 


he ſhall go out free 'for nothing. The 
ſame is repeated in Deut. cap. xv. ver. 12. 


SECT, 


a Chri-. 
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* on SY of a Preſbyterian | Tea 
cher at Edinburgh, one, that like our 
Bande Burges, did not diſdain to enliven 


his Precepts with familiar and merry In- 


ſtances, who having often declaimed a- 
gainſt the expenſive and debauched Way 


of Living of the young People of that 


Town without any Effect, and being re- 
ſolved to try a new Argument, ſaid one 
Day from his Pulpit, Brethren, I have 
often told you, that if you did not 


leave off theſe Practices, you would 


certainly be damn d; but behold | I 


now tell you what is worle, you will 


bar go to the Abbey . In Imitation 


is The Place for Debtors, 


L 


(0 ] 
of this worthy ors I having confider- 


Wrong i in u Morality, will confider it with 
reſpe to Profit ; whether it is for the In- 
tereſt of England, or even this Iſland, that 
Things ſhould go on as they do, and it is 
my Opinion, conſidering the Inclination, 
or rather the Rage that Planters have for 
buying Negroes, and the little Care or 
Conduct that js uſed in the Management 
of them, that if ſome Stop be not put to 
it, or i better Diſcipline be not obſerved, 
the Iſland muſt be over- run, and ruined by 
its own Slaves, even tho the Enemy ſhould 
not take the Ad vantage of joining with them. 


By the Poll-Tax in 1740, it appeared 
that the Negroes were ten times more in 


Number thar the white Perſons, reckoning 
the Inhabitants excluſive of Sea-faring, 
and other tranſient Perſons, could, by 
the beſt Computation, amount to. Few 
large Plantations have one White Man to 
every thirty Negroes, as appears by the 
large Sums that are paid annually by thoſe 
that are deficient in that Reſpect. Negroes 
go on increaſing by Importations every 
Year; the Whites rather diminiſh yearly, 
certainly do not-increaſe— What muſt 
this come to in the Courſe of a few Years? 


One 


3 


One would! imagine that Planters really 
think that Negroes are not of the ſame Spe- 
cies with us,, but that being of a different 
Mold and Nature, as well as Colour, they 
were made intirely for our Uſe, with In- 
ſtincts proper for that Purpoſe, having as 
great a Propenſity to Subjeftion, as we 
have to command, and loving Slavery as 
naturally as we do Liberty; and that there 
is no need of any Art or Diſcipline to ſub- 
ject ten Men or more, to one, no need of 
any Management, but that of themſelves 
they will moſt pleaſantly ſubmit to hard 
Labour, hard Uſages of all kind, Cru- 
elties and Injuſtice at the Caprice of one 
white Man. Such, one would imagine, 
is the Planter's Way of Thinking. 
There were a great many good Laws for 
the Government of Slaves made, upon the 
firſt Settlement of the Iſland, but which 
are ſeldom or never executed ;— the firſt 
Planters minded their own Buſineſs, faw 
themſelves the Inconveniencies that natu- 
rally ſpring from Servitude, as they aroſe, 
and adapted their Laws to redreſs them, — 
There are ſome good Laws ſtill wanting, 
þut they claſhing with the Planter's im- 

E 2 mediate 
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mediate Intereſt, which is all moſt of them 


mind at preſent, the Aſſembly have f not 


been induced to enact them; i in which 


however I muſt own they are hot ſo much 


to be blamed; for what ſignifies making 
neu. Laws untl the old ones are obey dd? 


As no People are more thoughtleſs | of 
Danger at a Diſtance, ſo I muſt own they. 
are apprehenfive of it enough v when it is at 
hand. Upon the Confpiracy/ in St. John's 
Pariſh (and ſince I have given it ſuch a 
ſounding Name, it may be proper to in- 


form the Reader, that about a Dozen Head 


Negroes of a few adjoining Plantations, 

were the Conſpirators; but they. had ſuch 
an Influence over the others, and managed 
ſo artfully,” that it was univerſally thought, 


that if they had not been providentially 


3 the Day before the intended 


Execution, and the Ringleaders ſeized, 


that Pariſh certainly, and probably Part of 
the neighbouring ones, would have been 
entirely ruined, and the Peace of the whole 
Ifland would have been broken by it. Up- 
on this Conſpiracy, I ſay) the Civil and 


Miley Officers were alert, and no. Ne- 


Kroes 


(cn) 
groes allowed to paſs without a Ticket, 
(which Regulation nat had it been duly 
obſerved from the Time it was enacted, 
would in all Probability have hindered the- 
Growth of the. rebellious Negroes) but in 
a Month's Time, or leſs, the Maſters and 
very Overſeers were weary of ſigning their 
Names; the Caution was neglected, the 
Conſpiracy itſelf forgot, and looked upon 
as a Dream, though ſeveral poor Negroes 
were in reality burnt alive for it, A very 
few Months after, thirteen Men and ſeven 
Women from Kingſton and Port-Reyal took 
it in their Heads to endeavour to live in the 
Woods and be free; they kept the Moun- 
tains for a Month, committing many Mur- 
ders with Impunity, in ſpite of the Sol- 
diers and Militia that were ſent againſt 
them, till they were firſt routed by the 
late rebellious Negroes that ſubmitted in 
1739. Theſe thirteen Men only, with 
the ſeven Women, put King/ton, and the 
adjacent Pariſhes, under the greateſt 'A- 
larm ; and during the Alarm, the Tickets 
were again thought of, and ſome other 
Laws put in Execution in thoſe Pariſhes; 
| but no ſooner was the Danger over, thei 


C 
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theſe Things were forgot again, and Ning- 
fon and the other Pariſhes, took t'other 

Turn and fell quietly faſt a- ſleep again. 
What ſhall we ſay is the Cauſe of this ? 
Have they not Senſe to know haw preca- 
rious their Condition must be, when thir- 
teen Rogues only out of ſo many thouſand 
are able to bid them Defiance and give 
them ſuch Alarms? Can they be ignorant 
that their whole Conſtitution muſt be quite 
crazy, their whole Maſs of Blood vitiated, 
when ſuch ſmall Eruptions can endanger 
ſo much the whole Body, and when they 
break out ſo. faſt one after another ? To 
what, I fay, can we attribute this, to In- 
dolence in ſome, and perhaps Stupidity in 
others; but in far the greateſt Part tis 
owing to a narrow Selfiſhneſs, and total 
Unconcern for every Thing that doth not 
regard their immediate Intereſt. Many ſee 
the Symptom of a Country approaching to 
its Ruin, but they fancy it may laſt their 
Time, they may ſell out and get Home 
firſt, and what comes afterwards they care 
not. They don't deſire any thing to be 
mended, oppoſe every Scheme, cannot 
bear to hear any propos'd which may cauſe 
Examinations into our real Condition, the 
a Weakneſs 


* 


(6230 : 
Weakneſs of which being. diſcover'd, 


5 might hurt the preſent Price of Eſtates ; 


ſo all is well they cry, till they have fold 


and realiz d. All that bought Scuth-Sea 


Stock at the exorbitant Prices it ſold at in 
1720, were not bad Calculators, many 


knew it could not hold, but all they want- 


ed, was, that it ſhould hold till they could 
ſell out at till greater Prices. This is at 
preſent pretty much the Caſe of many a 
Famaica Planter,' and the End muſt be 
the fame if ſome Arong Remedies be not 
applied. And what is that Remedy? 
Truly I know but one that would be effec- 
tral, Aud that is, that the further Im por- 


tation of Negroes for Sale in the Iſland 


ſhould be forbid LS A Wee AQ oy Par- 

liament. 7h 
Many other net I own n might 
do and be better, could they be executed; 
nay, the Laws in being, with very few Ad- 
ditions, would be entirely effectual, were 
they executed ; but it's plain they never 
were, nor never will be, Now, the good 
of the Law I propoſe, conſiſts in this, | 
that it muſt be executed, it is ſo plain and 
ſimple it cannot be evaded ; there is no 
room for Tricks or CN the 
C 4 Sale 


( 24 ) 
Sale of imported Negroes being forbid, 
and declar'd void, if made, will effectu- 


ally hinder People from throwing away 


their Money in ſuch Sales : And this.once 
| being eſtabliſh'd, the People will of them- 
_ ſelves fall i into Methods and Regulations to 


make the moſt of the Negroes they have, 


when they find they cannot have more. 
And ſurely one may venture to ſay that 
not one half of the Work is done by our 
Slaves, as might be with good Manage- 
ment. Moſt of the lazy Houſe- Slaves that 
now ftand i in one the others Way, would 
be ſent into the Field, their proper Place; 
Buſineſs. within Door ſhould be done by 


White and Free- People. The Slave is for 
the Field only. As Drudgery in the Sun 


cannot be borne by the Europeans, there- 
fore the Parliament hath-indulg'd the Sub- 
ject in the Colonies with the Power of 


having Negro-Slaves, that the Sugar Ma- 


nufactory might be carried on; but it 
never was the Intent of the Legiſlature to 


indulge the Pride and Inſolence of a few 


private Perſons, who ſhall have ſome twenty 
or thirty Negroes about their Houſes, to 
do what might very well be done by. five 
or fx. It was not for this, I fay, that the 

Subject 


(2s ) 
Subject was indulg d with a Liberty contrary = 
to the. Lays of God and Nature; Nothing 
„ diſpenſs; with thoſe facred and Sk 


Rules. There may be ſome indeed ſo #\1 
ſcrupulous as to think, that they ſhauld $i} 
not be diſpens d with at all, even for the 4 
| beſt Manufactory, or moſt beneficial Trade 8K 
in the World; But I own the Almighty vi 
Ship' of Trade, and if my Scheme, calcula · Jil 
'} ted immediately for the Security of the 44 
Sugar Colonies, does not in the End prove: 
beneficial to Trade too, all Things and 
5 their Conſequences thoroughly conſider'd, 
J give it up as a Romantick Euthuſiaſtick 
Viſion. But ſurely the ſecuring the Sugar 
Colonies cannot but be of Service to Com- 
merce, and without this Regulation which 
0 I propoſe, I am confident Jamaica will 
n dt be long ſecure: Ho it is with the 
bother Iflands I do not know. 
| Me read in the Perſian Tales, that hes 
| was a Nation (between the Tropicks I 
think) that caught hold of every Foreigner 
that came near them, and kill'd them for 
the ſake of their Greaſe, which it ſeems 
was uſeful in DOM their Soap, by which 
Means 


(46) 
— they OT all their Neighbours in 
that Commodity, human Tallow giving 
it a Beauty and Fineneſs which that of no 
other Animal could do. As the Author is 
far from being dull, we cannot take him 
literally, what then ſhall we think he 
alludes to? I think tis plainly to Slavery, 
nor is the Type unappoſite. To kill a Man 
for the ſake of his Greaſe, or to make him 
melt it away in hard Labour for another's 
Profit, is not ſo very unlike, An ingenu- 
ous Man might perhaps ſay as much for 
thoſe Savages who Kill to better their Soap, 
as for us who inſſave to make our Sugar, 
and might defend their Practice of diſ- 
patching a Man at once, and clapping him 
n their Cauldrons, as well as we can ours 
of forcing a Man to conſume away his Life 
in Attendance upon our Coppers. And 
both no doubt in Policy are right, for what 
ſignifies the Life or Liberty of an Out- 
landiſh Man, if you can but ſend er 
Goods to Market? 

It is well known, that the bene 
4 by the Spaniards among the poor 
Indians (whole Nations being cut off from 
the Face of the Earth) gave Birth to the 
Slaving Trade, that the Place of thoſe 
| whom 


(27) 
whom with leſs Cruelty they puſh'd out 
of this World, might be fill'd up by thoſe 
whom they oblig'd to live miſerable in it, 
One Cruelty begot another, one horrid 
Barbarity engender'd another as horrid. 
Cruel Off-ſpring of a moſt cruel Parent! 
Yet allur'd by Spaniſb Gold, the Trading 
Countries did not diſdain the Office of 
Carriers, or rather Bawds and Pandars to 
this cruel Luſt . that the Frenchman, a 
Slave himſelf, ſhould think it no great Mat- 
ter to make others ſo, is not at all ſurpri- 


ſing; that the Dutchman ſhould ſacrifice 
every thing to Gain is not to be wonder'd 
at; but that the generous Free Briton, who 


knows the Value of Liberty, who prizes it 


above Life, who loves and enjoys it, and 


loves it the more he does enjoy it, that he 
ſhould for vile Lucre make a Traffick of 


Liberty, that he ſhould be inſtrumental in 


depriving others of a Bleſſing he would 


not part with but with Life, that he ſhould 
Slave, this doth ns weve and green) 


ms ! 


The 


—_ 
- en, Ot na oe 
2 —— 


— 


. as 12 — 

— — 24 * 
— a 3-5 — SET 
A K 


es Zoe 4 


— 
Bj, a> ro 


— — A, 


* 


„ 8 
; P 2 
r 
* * -F > 2 ds Lan OR, ce — y 4 
as 2 — K 14 — 
= . —— — I OTE. Dy . 
: — 7 | 


K — 
— P —— 2 
1 2 — 8 e 
CCC 
s „ fp : me 8 


2 
ap Ig 
* 5 
EO 5 


wy . f 
pz Co r rr as 5 4 © 4 *. * 
” 


1. TELL, heh Lon lod d 
VVV do aſk; have you read my 
Stuff, what fay you to it ? 
bY Why to be free, it is as odd as one 
can defire, if Oddity will. pleaſe. You 
ſeem?d to begin at firſt methodically, but 
in the End you fall into a rough rambling 
manner, to avoid 1 ſuppoſe being thought 


Pedantick, and to give your ſtudied Piece 


4 frank, and if I may ſo ſay, military Air. 
Your e Seng rogers will 15 no 


SES + 4 


ts — 


Imuſt confeſs chere is a wa deal of 8 
in ſome Parts, particularly as to our Indo- 


lence, and total Unconcern, nay, a perfect 


 Averſion! to every new Regulation, how- 


ever well adapted. But, upon the whole, 


1 with I had not read it, it puts a great 


many melancholy T houghts! intomy Mind; 
1 i 


29 
I think you muſt. 2 yourſelf for have 
ing thought of it, but that you are ſo run 
away with by ) your. Enthuſiaſm :. Foi or, to 
what Purpoſe 1 is it to trouble yourſelf and the 
World. with all this? You f may as well 


ſtop the Tide at Londm-Bridge with y your | 


Thumb, as they ſay, as alter the Courſe 
of Trade and the whole Scheme of Plant- 
ing by this Paper-kite of yours, Human 
Affairs will. take their Courſe, Fluminis 7 riths 
as Horace ſays, wiſe Men go along v with 
the Stream, and do, not ridiculouſly, try to 
turn it. All States have their Periods, 
which no human Care can prolong ; even 
Great-Britain it is thought tends to its 
Ruin, if ſome ſtrong Medicines and good 
Alteratives : are not applied. | 
O. To regulate. and direct the Al s of 


Great-Bri tain requires more Skill than 1 
can pretend to, and ſuits not my ſmall Capa- 
city. By good Luck they are in the Hands 
of good Men, Men of large Property, and 
of known Worth and Honour, and we do 
expect that they will put Things into a new 
Courſe, purge away ſome of our corrupt | 
Humours, correct the bad Juices by a good 
wholeſome Regimen, and reſtore Health 
and Vigour to our crazy Conſtitution: 


4 There 


. 
There can be no other good Reaſon why 
the Pelhani's or Duke of Bedford ſhould 
accept of a Lead in the Miniſtry ; ſhould 
they fail our Expectations, they would juſt- 
ly incur the Cenſure of all honeſt Men. 
" BD them therefore, I leave the Affairs of 
England, and ſhall be glad if I can think 
rightly of thoſe of this Iſland, and indeed 
I am vain enough to think I am a Maſter 


of this Subject, and am ſure that what 1 


propoſe will do. 

P. Will do ! no doubt, and ſo there are 
many Things in England we know will do, 
could People be brought about to do them. 
If the Sinking Fund had been kept invio- 
lable, we ſhould have been now almoſt 
out of Debt, and do you think Sir Robert 
Walpole did not know this then, as well as 


you and I do now]; think you that he, and 


moſt of thoſe that ae with him, did not 
foreſee what would be the Conſequences 
| which 1 we now feel! 


O0. Well; but now we may expect bet- | 


ter Things. 


P. I hope ſo; but what I mentioned 


E Sinking-Fund for, was, to ſhow that 
People in general, Country Gentlemen as 
5 vel 
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Fels as Cburtiers, (for the former "were 20 


willing as the other” to make free with 


that Fund to fave the Land- Tac) Will go 
on in a Way they know muſt be ruinous 
at laſt, rather than encounter preſent Dif- 

ulties. 5 N 

0. I am ſo UE of your Opinion in 
What you ſay now, that it is the Reaſon 
why I. would have this Law made in Eng- 


250, for to think that the Legiſlature of 


this Ifland would enact it, would be1 in- 


deed ridiculous, 
P. It is almoſt as much 105 to expect to 


ſucceed in England. The Merchants of 


London, Briftol, Leverpool, and all the 


trading Towns will be againſt you; all the 


Makers and Dealers in Goods ſent to A. 
 frica or the Weſft-Indies, and all the ſeveral 
Tradeſmen that depend again upon them, 
will be alarmed and ſummoned to oppoſe 
you ; the Pen and Ink Men will be ready 
with their Calculations, ſtart a thouſand 
Difficulties you are not aware of, prove it 


| to the Satisfaction and entire Conviction of 


many Thouſand well- meaning Men, that 
your Scheme is chimerical, ruinous, and 
abſurd, the Product of a crazed idle Brain. 

a | You 


0 32 3, 

You. will. be the Joke af the xchange d 

9 105 you like that? a 2 8 wy 
„No. ut 1 like it better than not t 

are to eak out the Truth; Nor i: is the 

Matter to. be decided by them | but by oft 
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Parliament. And 1 cannot 8 h 
1985 arge Countgngage, of He", Mi- 


e of 
4 $a we 


3 OP. "And do yo you. chink the 14 975 will, 
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thouſand. Trader? 4 

O. If they think it right, * bd, 
or elſe they are nat fit to be Miniſters, in 
my Mid. What Motive can a Man of 
Senſe and good Eſtate (but put the Eſtate 
aut of the Queſtion; for certainly being 
a. ſexyile Courtier, is the worſt Way in 
the World of getting Money) what Mo- 
tive I ſay, can a Man of Senſe have to 
trouble himſelf with the Adminiſtration of 
publick Affairs, but to do Good according 
to the beſt of his Abilities? If he is only 
to follow the Humours of the People, or 
even the Sentiments of the King him, , 
when they in his own clear Judgment tend 
to the Prejudice of the Nation, what. 1s he 
but à miſerable, wicked, hired Serving» 


man, 


(33) 

man, bs har dia wert Place of any in 
the whole Kingdom. If he dares not do 
what his Reaſon approves of, is he not a 
Slave? If either of the Dukes of Newcaſtle, 
or Bedford, (I have a good Mind to dedi- 
cate it to one of them) ſhould tell me, Sir, 
your Scheme is good, highly beneficial, will 
hinder the Ruin of the Sagar Colonies, 
which otherwiſe is inevitable; but if I ap- 
pear in it, I ſhall diſoblige the Merchants 
and Meß. India Planters, and why look ſo 
far forward? and what is it to you or me? 
I ſhould out of Indignation but I 44 
their Grace's Pardon for making ſo impoſ- 
ſible a Suppofition ; ; and I think I was 
5 wrong in allowing, that all the Merchants 
and Tradeſmen would be againſt x me; for 
I cannot think oy woula be Loſers by, 
it in the End. 

Pi Not in the End hea: but the 
Merchant and Tradeſman conſider wy the 
preſent Profit and Loſs, 

- O. Even that will hardly be 2 
them, but ſhould it be more ſo than 1 
imagine, I can't think ſo bad of them, as 


that they would oppoſe a publick Bono 
fit, becauſe it might a little prejudice. 


D 


by mn 0 * We * 
7 PH 
mens wer ITO . 


_— 


— 8 
Os ——— — <4 


nme 
N * 
-- — 


during —ů— —— 


— — — —— 
_ — wage 2 Ns! ER * le 2 


gy — p —ů — 


— 


2 x: —— ——— 
* — IS 


[7 1 — Vr— art, - 
nm How mm Ea Or I AGIs. ag a. ae og. 


Ma pe 


832 


4 y 
the Trade they are engaged in; can't they, | 
follow other Branches of Trade?.:..:.. ...;, 
P. But there is another more material 
Objection, if no more Negroes are brought 
in, no more new Eſtates enn be made; 
| Planting will be at a Stand, or rather fall 
back; for it is notorious that in moſt Plan- „ 
tations more die than are born there. 
O. That is one great Evil that I 3 
| mending.;. Negroes are as fruitful as white, 
People, and I cannot ſee: why they would 
not ae and multi ply — the — of } 


% $$ V$ 


| the French, ; if Ay in is mellmack'd.- 
it is no great Matter if he liyes but three 
Years, in which Time he will pay ſuffi- 
ciently for himſelf, my Blood riſes at it. 
I am glad it is a French Maxim, and i 
deed 1 believe few Eugliſd are guilty of 

ſuch Cruelty, What | chiefly contributes; 
to there being ſo few. Children among the 
Engliſh. Negroes is the: Brace of the 


* 3 4 SS 


tie with both Seer ary RX nor 4 
Which the; Child may prove of, to diſ- 
1 neither, ann Liſte it in the Binh. 
— 2 EY P. 


n 
P. Have you Secret then to make the 
Ne egroe Wenches chaſte, . conſtant, 
tH6* but to'a"Coldup?” " 
8. Good Sit? fan yi! Ange Bord it is 
certain, that RAG Elie df Cattle, and 
their Frültfülneld in Brecding, depends 
much on good Hüfbandry, ſo does that of 
Mankind depend il a Geil Meaſure upon 
Prudent Regulations, "AS "Whimſical as it 
may ſeerh(tiotthoreWhitnlica Howeverthan 
many of the SP ran Inſtitütiöns) iP a little 
Linien, or other Neteſfarſes,” were given 
to evety Welten thit was blodfhit't to Bed, 
and all the barten ones 'whipt| poli a a certai celtah 
Diy every Vet, 1 Faicy the Negro Ladies 
would yield" bete, and at leaſt keep up 
the preſent Stock. T6 prevent your Arch- 
nels, 1 don't 1³⁰ any” Streſs on this Device 
of mine, tho, if k had a Miid'T'could well 
ſupport N. x remember ſomewhat in the 
French Perjion Letters to this 'Purr rpoſe, 
that the Fruitfulheſs” of Mail nd dep, pends 
upon a mere Trifle, a ſmall” urn given to 
the: Ima ginatlon; and he inſtances in the 
| 's, b in Hopes 99 producing a Meſ- 
ah, matry y6uhg, ard fall to it 15 
| ene 3 28 Mefliah' "never. ny 
* 0s * A. K Ann wa but 
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| but young Jews are beought into the * 


in Abundance. 
Without having recourſe t to > Sacred Hi 


ſtory, and telling you that the World that 


was drowned. came all from one Pair; and 
that the preſent Race of Men that were ſo. 
ſoon after the Deluge, ſpread. over all our. 


Globe, ſprung from Noab; and that the 


Sons of Abrabam in particular were in a 
Century or two like the Sands of the Sea: 
It is moſt certain, that Men, as well as all 


other Creatures, will increaſe if there are 
no outward Cauſes to prevent it, as 


War, Peſtilence, and Famine, or what i is 
worle. than all, debauched Manners: And 


that the Manners of Mankind might be 


mended by wholeſome Laws, and People 


encouraged to propagate, has been the O- 
pinion of the wiſeſt Legiſlators. The Ju- 
ban Laws againſt Adulteries, and other 
Enormities, and the Jus trium Liberorum 
are Inſtances of the Kind. What may be 
the proper Laws in our Caſe, I need not 
trouble myſelf or you Wich conſidering, 
the People themſelves will fall into ſuch 
when they are under a Neceſſity, and can 
have no Supply of Negroes otherwiſe; and 
Wat! is the chief Good of my Law to put 


them 
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— 
them under that Nieceſſity. It will take : 

away that fooliſh Imagination, and Hopes 

the Planters. now have, that if they can, 

by hook or by crook,” Money or Credit, get 

Negroes enough, they ſhall have Moun- 

tains of Gold, and that let them be in ever 

ſo great a Diſtreſs, the buying more Ne- 
groes will bring them out of it; more Ne- | j 
groes, is, like the. grand. Arcanum, to 'Y 

| kai Wonders, do every Thing, - ſupply 9 
very Want, and anſwer every Expecta- | 

5 If a Man can't pay his Creditor this 

Tear, it is but the next to lay on ſo many 
\ [| « more Negroes, and ſo many more Hogſheads 
| will be made, and the Debt is paid, Nay, 
ſome have carried the Matter fo far, that 
upon the Conſpiracy in St. Fobn's Pariſh. 
the other Day, they bought new Negroes 

do check and keep in Awe the old ones. 
Strange! that People that were driven to 
this Expedient, ſhould not bethink them 
ſelves of their dangerous Situation, and 

apply themſelves heartily to get out of it. 
For to fay no worſe of it, it is the Caſe 
of a Debtor, who to pay off one Man who 
preſſes him, borrows of another at a high. # 
er Premium; the Time of Payment is in- 
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(38) 
deed a little, protracted, but the Deht is in- 


; creaſed, and the Ability to diſcharge it lefs, 


'Tis certain, belides that « out of a Rage to. 


puſh on their Eftates, as their Term is, | 


many buy more Negrocs than they have 
taken care to get Proviſions for; ſame of 


the poor Creatures pine away and are ſtarv- 


ed, others that Have ſomewhat more Spi- 
rits, gd 4 ſtealing, and are ſhot as they aro 
caught in'other Proviſion Grounds ; others 


are Whipt, or even hang'd for going into 


| 4 N into which Hunger and Ne- 


ty itſelf drives them to try to get Food 


| to 5125 Life and Soul together, 


Are Men's Lives ſo to be ſported with ? 
Are Mei to 'be ſo much at the N of 


PTS . 


« 08 while, 


"[ Here 29 75 are interr Fe 9 the . 2 
1 2258 He . 


ing. 7 a | Negroes under a 


SG « 7 


there | 1 bear every. now 7 and then from , 


that 1 Houſe uch Shrieks/as p pierce my very 
ul; 


6 8 
Soul; that Je is eternally whipping * 


tormenting his Negroes, I wll be damn'd 
if he doth not'crucify them out of down- 


right Mockery; tis intolerable! | 


« To ſes the Sufferings of myPellowCreatures; 
« They that bear this are Villains, and I one, 


% Net torouze upatthe great Callof _—— 
a ' Hud von Wiyſelf @ ag” 


„Mol Ill not ba « Villdn, as you tal 


it 11 N. Otway ; — Negroes I will be- 
friend you, — ye poor n TY I will 
redreſs you. 
P. Well; but ſit Lowe on- t rant a- 
way ſo much; to return to our Diſcourſe 
concerning the Propagation of Negroes. 
O. I think I have ſaid as much as 1 
can on that Head, to prove that with 


Care you may at leaſt keep up the preſent 
Number; and why you ſhould not be ob- 
liged to chat Care, I do not ſee.” And if no 
Slaves for the future are allowed to be 
bred to Trades, nor any to be kept in the 


Houſe, I dare ſay you will have by that 


Means four or five thouſand more for the 


Field; not leſs I believe than that Num- 


* "OY employed in both. thoſe Ways. 
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(49) 
Beſides, that your Creol Negroes are worth 
two or three Salt-water ones, as you call 
them; ſo that I really think your Planta- 
tions will rather be forwarded in a Year or 
two by my Scheme. 
P. You go on alittle too faſt: As to 


the Houſe Negroes I give them up; but 


if we had not Slaves of our own to mend 
our Mills and our Coppers, and hoop our 


Caſks, and do many other Works, we 


muſt often ſtand till, and. could not ſend 
our Sugars to M arket. Thete i is no De- 
pendance on white Men, and they are ſo 
extravagant in their Prices. | | 

O. As to their extravagant Prices, I 


_ queſtion much whether that is not ,occa... 
ſioned greatly by the very Thing that you 


are contending for; viz. the allowing 


Slaves to be bred to Trades. Two or three 


white Men with their Slaves, and about a 
Score of free Negroes and Mulattoes, with 
their Slaves, ſeem to do all the Maſons, 
Bricklayers, and Carpenters Work in and 
about this Town. Suppoſe the Slaves em- 
ployed by theſe white and Negroe Free- 
men to be about two hundred; and that 
one of theſe white Artificers ſhall have a. 
bout thirty or * it is plain he muſt 

3 


(41) 
monopolize all the Work, and in Fact it 
is monopolized. I never have employed 


but one Man fince I have been here, and 


never ſee any other employed go where I 
will. The others can only get ſuch Jobs 
as he cares not for, or cannot attend to, 
and muſt be in a manner dependant upon 


him, and will at leaſt join with him in 
keeping up the Price of Labour. Where- 


as were there two hundred free Tradeſ- 
men independant one of another, that had 
no Way of getting their Livelihood, but 


by their own Work, ſuch a Number 


could not combine together to. extort high 


Prices, and Neceſſity would force them to 


ſeek out Employment; by which means 
the Price of Proviſions would in a great 
meaſure regulate the Price of Labour, as 


in all other Countries almoſt it doth. Now 


you cannot hire a Negroe Labourer for leſs 
than three Bits A. day, tho' his Maſter al- 
lows him but three, and * but two a 
Week to live uon. 

| Were Artificers not allowed to breed up 
Slaves to their Trades, they would be 


_ obliged to work themſelves z now the free 


Negroe works no more than to buy two 


or n Slaves, which he teaches; by 


their 
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(42) | 
their Work he buys more, and never af» 
terwards touches a Stroke; and that is the 
Ruin of your free Negroes and Mulattoes, 
who are by this means, a lazy debauched 
whereas, were they | obliged to live upon 
their own Work, they might be made 
extremely uſeful, and 2 =p good Part of X 
your Militia. _ 

P. Suppoſe I allow you that it would = 
cioht to debar the free Negroe or Mulat- 
toe from having Slave-Tradeſmen, yet 
why debar the white Man ? If ſo few Ar- 
tificers come to us now, when thoſe that 
do, and happen to be able to ' procure 
Slaves, get ſo greatly, if they were to be 
debarred from that Privilege, and could 
work only for themſelves, we ſhould Cers 
tainly have ſtill fewer. 

0. Ion J am not clear in the Antony; 
but I rather think the contrary, and that we 
ſhould have more ſettle and live with us, 
(as for their coming to.us, that would be 
the fame, for no body now comes that can 
live tolerably in England) my Reaſon for 
my Opinion is this; — when a new Ar- 
tificer-arrives, he muſt. be content at firſt, 
al — look about him, to be a Drudge 


48441 = 
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to ſome of theſe old Standers and grandee 
Tradeſmen, if I may ſo call them, or he 


will get no Employment; and it is ten to 


one if theſe Grandees will encourage any 


one of Genius; whereas, if all the Tradeſmen 
were free, out of a great Number, far the 


greateſt Part would be fit only to be 


Drudges, and would neceſſarily hire them- 


ſelves to work under thoſe of greater Skill, 


who were able to lay Plans, and ke. 
take Works by the Great. Now an Eng- 
liſhman, juſt arrived, would be as able to 
hire as well as the beſt old Stander, and he 
would be as likely to be thought, or really 


to be as good a Genius as any of them. As 
Things are now, the Maſter of Slave 


Tradeſmen alone get Money, then the 
Man of Skill would be chiefly encouraged : 
So that I am really of Opinion it would 

be better for the Tradeſman that is a new 


Comer, that no Slaves ſhould be allowed 


to be bred to Trades. I know with re- 
gard to Pilots in particular, that the Aſ- 


ſembly having allowed the Governor to 
licenſe Slaves to exerciſe that Function, 


upon a Pretence that white Men could not 
then be got (which . I can hardly believe 
Was the Caſe, it being ſo beneficial a Bu- 
ſineſs) 
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finefs) it has To happened fince, that now 
white Men cannot be got; the Reaſon of 
which J take to be this. A white Man 
doth not care to be put upon the ſame Foot — 
with Negroes, and ſerve with them under 
another ; he will be now nothing leſs than 
a Maſter Pilot, nor can he as ſuch with- 
out licenſed Slaves get Bread himſelf; he 
cannot be always out himſelf; whereas he 
whoſe Slaves are licenſed, can lie a-bed 
and get all the Buſineſs himſelf, by ſend- 
ing out his Slaves. I am apt to think there 
is ſome ſuch Cauſe as this with reſpect to 
all other Trades that makes the allowing 
Slaves to exerciſe them ſo fatal: For it is 
Fact, and may be laid down as an infal- 
lible Maxim, that whatever you allow to 
be done by Slaves, you will never after- 
wards get white Men to do. Let us there- 
fore take Courage once, and ſee whether 
we cannot carry on our Trades without 
them for the future. You would foon in 
uy Opinion have free Artificers enough. 
I don't know what time it takes up, 

whether three, four or five Years, for a 
Man to learn a Trade, but whatever it be. 
the Regulation I propoſe, would not be 
felt till the Expiration of that Term, and 
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CAN 
if by that Time it ſhould be found that 
Freemen could not be got, an Indulgene 
might be given for a limited Number of 
Slaves in each Plantation; tho where 
would be the Harm if you were to free 
every Negroe you thought fit to make a 
Tradeſman, indenting him for fourteen 
Tears, or ſome large Term. The Differ- 
ence. would not be much to the Maſter, 
but a great deal in the Eaſe and Satisfaction 
of the poor Negroe. If you would do the 
ſame by fuch as you uſe for Drivers, mak 
ing them free upon Condition to ſerve ſuch 
a Number of Years," it would be no rea 
Loſs to the Maſter ; it would effectually 
ſecure their Fidelity, and they would keep 
the reſt in Obedience. If it ſhould be 
aſk'd-why Lam fo impertinently for hinder- 
- ing People to do with their own Slaves as 
they think fit; I anſwer, I do it for their 
own Good and Security; for the ſam 
Reaſon for which any Laws are made at all, 
which are all Reſtraints upon private Li- 
berty for the general Good. To me it is 
a perfect Solæciſm to truſt a Slave with 
Fg the St. Jobn's Conſpiracy ſhow's. 
the Abſurdity of that Practice, it being you 
know carried on by about a Dozen Drivers 


of 
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of different Plantations]: who would bythe 


Power they had over the reſt, moſt cer. 


tainhy have got them to join with them, 


if they had not been providentially diſco- 


ver d. The Head of them all was a Fa- 
vourite, a kind of Overſeer, rather over” 
the White Man of tlie Plantatzön tin 


under him. As that Conſpiracy” gives: us 


Warning not to employ Slaves as Drivers, 


r wuſf them with any Power, ſo the laſt 


little Rebellion teaches us to beware of 


| SlavesTradeſmen, alitioft all that Gang be- 

ing ſuchz the chief wa a Bricklayet, and 
ſome of the others, nen in N N 
on Vard. IL 7 


© Bi Lifuppaſe . ubüphön can get che 
Parliament to paſs ſuch a Law as you de- 


ſire, you will befor e, Slayes'to be 


bred Trades. 9 14091 
O. Indeed ſhall I, as likewiſe: for * 

biding Houſe- Slaves, but the main Thing, 

is, to prevent the Importation of more for 


Sale, — that is the Burden of my Song. 
Let no more Negroes be brought” 23 and 


vou will make the beſt” o thoſe” JO 


have. 1 xo 
P. Since you a lay lach a Streſs ch thats 
being no more Negroes imported for Sale 
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in the Hand, I think you may be pretty 


(4) 


eaſy';, for if the Price of Negroes, goes on 


Increaſing as it has done, or even keeps'ay 


it is, there will be, an End to buying with 


| out your, Law. 22 71 78 


O. Now then is the Time: Sen, 
none but the very richeſt will be affected by 
it ; a poor or middling Man can't afford 
to give near 50 J. for a new. Negroe, nor 
can it anſwer but to very fe who muſt 
have very good Land, not Negroes enpugh 


to cultivate it, and) have Money to ſpare, 


And were once my Law in Force, if Lam 


not greatly deceiy!d, all other Regulations; 
both thoſe I have mention: d and others 


that may be ſtill better, would follow as it 
were of Courſe. And were your Slaves 
once brought under Good- management 


and Diſcipline, were there a proper Num- 


ber of Freemen, White, Black; or Fellow, 
mix'd with them in every Plantation, one 
to a or twelve at moſt, they would be 


better kept to their, Work and do twice as 


much, there would be no F ear of their 
running into the Woods, they would not 


have the Power if they had the Inclination, 


boy: n they. FRE net have a 
Das Thought 


(48) 
Thought of it, for tis Slackneſs of Diſci- 
pline and Cruelty both together, which 
fill the Woods with Rebels; the latter 
puts the poor Creatures upon the Thought 
of it, and the former b them the 1 
1 of effecting Mp: I 
P. But can you think that che Planter 
will conſent to make one in ten or 1 
of his Negroes free? 
O. Not altogether 58 but! in the man- 
ner I propoſe, I am ſire he would if he 
thought rightly, and fave by it too. Be- 
ſides, there would be free Negroes or Mu- 
lattoes to be hir'd, and fo long as there is 
one Freeman to ten Slaves in a Plantation, 
I do not care which way it is. A Friend 
of mine that has a Pen and a few Negroes 
took it in his Head a Vear ago to try what 
I am now propoſing, and finds it anſwer 
to his Expectation. - Perceiving his Driver 
was diligent, he told him one Day he 
would make him free, provided he would 
ſerve him Mill as a Driver for ſeven Years. 
The Fellow was overjoy'd, had his Ma- 
numiſfion, and put his Mark to the Inden- 
ture for ſeven Years the fame Day, and 
ſince has prov'd a moſt induſtrious Officer, 
and 
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(49) 
and the other Negroes are induſtrious too, 
hoping one Day or other to merit the ſame 
Reward. And what has my Friend loſt 
by it ? For the firſt ſeven Years he loſes 
nothing, tis plain, but gains by his Negroes 
being more induſtrious, and by the Chear- 
fulneſs with which Work goes on ;— the 
Whip is not heard in his Pen. And at 
the End of the ſeven Years, will not this 
Driver be made happy by the Grant of 
fifteen or twenty Acres, (of which almoſt 
every Planter has enough to ſpare) at an 
_ eaſy Rent, or ſome Service in Lieu of it. 
Will not this Man when he becomes a 
Freeholder and Tenant, under certain Con- 
ditions to the State, be till uſeful to it? 
Won't he be ready to go out upon Par- 
ties or againſt a Foreign Enemy (for Par- 
ties againſt the Rebels would be at an End 
if ſuch Methods were purſued) and could 
he not be truſted ? Which the Slave can- 
not be ſo well, at leaſt ſurely. Was ſuch 
a Method to be taken in every Sugar Plan- 
tation, there would be in every one almoſt 
a tolerable Company of free Negroes fit 
for Arms, which would be of vaſt Service, 
and what would the Owner loſe ? For the 
RL „ mit 
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firſt ven Years, as ſaid before, he would 

loſe nothing. At the End of the ſeven 

Years indeed, he would be oblig'd to give 

each of the freed Negroes ſome Land, but 

as all Eſtates almoſt have more than e- 

nough to ſpare; that would be parting 
away with nothing, and yet he might rea- 
ſonably demand a Rent or Service for it, 
fo that he ſtill would have ſome Good out 
of the freed Negroe, very near as much as 
he has from his Slave, only by giving Land 
that is uſeleſs to himſelf. And as to Land, 

mult it not be given to the Slaves too, in 
which I have heard they are ſeldom ſtinted 
as to a particular Quantity, but only in ge- 
neral to ſuch a Place among them, where 
they may range as they liſt, and love to be 
ſpreading and opening new Ground. The 
only Difference then with reſpect to the 
Land, is, that the Maſter can turn out the 
Slave when he pleaſes; and tho' Maſters 
are fond of that Power, and have not the 
Heart to part with it, it is a fooliſh Fond- 
neſs or Covetoufneſs, for they never ought 
to make uſe of that Power, and never do 
without giving a general Diſſatisfaction to 
all their Negroes, and inſtead of keeping 


them 


ry ; 
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them in greater Dependance, as they fool- 


iſhly imagine, or having a greater hold on 
them by it, they have leſs, for there is no 
ſuch ſure Way of holding a Man as by his 
Intereſt; as that is certain or precarious, ſo 
will be the Hold or Attachment. A free 
Negroe that has fifteen or twenty Acres of 


his own that he can't be turn'd out of, 


will defend it with his Life againſt the 


French or Spaniards ; he has his little All 
to loſe if the Enemy prevails, and will be 
in Danger likewiſe of being made a Slave. 


And on the contrary, the Slave has nothing 


to loſe if the Enemy prevails, and if he 
goes over to him may get his Liberty. Tis 


plain therefore, you may be ſure of the free 
Negroes ſtanding by you, whereas you 


will be in Danger of every Slave's turning 


againſt you, that is not well watch'd and 
kept under by good Diſcipline. — What a 


Difference then would there be in our Si- 


tuation in Point of Security, were my 
Friend's Example to be follow'd, and the 
Property we ſhould part with for it would 


be trifling. What a Satisfaction would it 
be, when we heard of an Enemy's deſign- 
| ing to invade us, if ſuch a Method ſhould 


E 2 have 


. WIG IAEA, OI A — — Yrs a is . —— III 2p antge Is we 


FY —— Sr — _ 2 
2 A 2! 16,9 24 he Papa ri heya * e ———— on pt itn Ac _— — ea.” . 
7d) 8 W . 
„* — 2 * ws «AAS — * 3 — a —— 0 — 


5 00000 —— —— * * 2 
— 2 Ve — 
: — — IE — — * 


—— — 
—— — 
ages 3 „ͤ„ es, 


— — i * — — — — — — 


(52) 


have been taken before-hand, People 
would not need then, as they did lately, 
inſure their Eſtates at 10 per Cent. and 


that for ſix Months only, and ſome could 


not inſure at that Rate. Make one of your 
beſt Negroes out of every ten free, as 1 
have propos'd, that is the beſt 10 per Cent. 
Inſurance, you will need no other. But 

to wind up my long Diſcourſe, ſince the 
Advantage in Point of Security would be 


ſo great, and what you part with for it fo 


Inconfiderable, can one help wondering 


that there ſhould be ſo much Trouble in 
perſuading you Planters into it ; is there 
not ſomething in being ſecure, which is 
worth paying a little for? What ſay you, 


Sir, to all this? 
P. I can't anſwer immediately off hand, 


upon a Point which one can perceive you 
have been long thinking on: But I am 
very ſure you will get no one to follow 
your Friend's Example; tell me Truth, is 
he not a little whimſical, ſomewhat of the 
ſame? hah ! whatever he may expect, he 
will find at the End of the ſeven years, 
that this truſty Driver of his will leave 
him, for when he is free, will he nof do 
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C93} 
as he pleaſes, go where he will; how can 
you fix him to the Plantation when he is 
S © 

O. Spoke like a Meſt-Iudian, (you will 
forgive me in Return to your Suppoſition 
of my Friend's Whimſicalneſs, and Innu- 


endo on myſelf) you know no Medium in 


Things; a Man with you muſt he either 
abſolutely a Slave, or licentiouſly free, free 
from all Reſtraints of Law.— I remember 
how a Bill for taking up all Vagabonds and 
ſuch as had no viſible Way of Livelihood, 
was treated and ſcouted a Seſſion or two 
ago, and prov'd to be a manifeſt Invaſion 
of the Liberty of the Subject, who had a 
Right to be as idle and profligate as he 
pleas'd. — How ſhall I fix him do you fay ? 


I will fix him by Law. No free Negroe 


ſhould be allow'd to be in the Towns that 
was. not an Artificer, no Land ſhou'd be 
given by the Governor to any ſuch freed 
Negroe. Where could he go, or where 
would he be fo well as about the Eſtate, 
which he probably would be fond of too, 
as having been bred in it: There he ſhould 
have Land, but not without reaſonable. 
Conditions, to pay Rent or do Service, or 
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(54) 
partly one, partly the other, all which 
might be regulated by Law, nor would 
there be any Difficulty at all in it. I war- 
rant when the Law paſt in Henry the 
VIIth's Time, enacting, © That all Houſes 
„of Huſbandry that were uſed with 20 
* Acres of Ground or upwards, ſhould be 
* maintain'd and kept up for ever, toge- 
*© ther with a compleat Proportion of Land, 
* &c.” Many murmur'd and otherslaugh'd 
at it, ſome objecting againſt the Reſtraint, 
others that it could not poſſibly be put into 
Execution; calling it whimſical, as you do 
my Friend, (the Word ſticks you ſee) for 
what an odd Conceit is it! why muſta Houſe | 
becauſe it has once been built be kept up, 
with ſuch a Quantity of Land, not leſs than 
20 Acres? May not a Man change his | 
Mind? Muſt he go on tilling the Ground 7 
he once has till'd, and maintaining a Houſe 
eternally becauſe he once thought fit to | 
build it? In ſhort, may he not do what he 
thinks fit with his own? Theſe, and many 
more ſuch ſhrewd Objections I doubt not l 
were made then by our Fore-fathers; yet 1 
this Law was put in Force, and to it, both 4 
Lord Bacon and Herrington (no bad Poli- 
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1 ticians neither) attribute the Goodneſs of 
9 the Engliſh Infantry and the Superiority 
we had over the French in our Battles. As 
this Law provided a Houſe and a Compe- 
tence of Land about it to maintain a Yeo» 
man in good Heart, fit for his King and 
Country's Service, Lord Bacon look'd 
upon it as making a Nurſery for Fbot- 
Soldiers, and calls it very prettily, if I re- 
member right, Secretly ſowing Hydra's 


3 <* Teeth, (according to the Poet's Fiction) . 
4 © from which arm'd Men ſhould riſe up 

4 for the Service of the Kingdom.” Let 

„. me ſow ſome of theſe Teeth in this Coun- 
A try, we want them much; and ſurely if 


we had ſome of them ſcatter d about in 
each Plantation, if ſome of theſe Hydra 
Teeth-Men (if I may ſo call them) ſhould 
1 ſtart up and place themſelves between every 
ten Slaves, they would not only be ready 
for the Service of the Iſland againſta Foreign 
Enemy, but they would effectually hinder 
the Poſſibility of more Rebellions from 
your Negroes, which you find you are ſtill 
in Danger of, and yet will take no Steps, 
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. no cautionary Meaſures to prevent, not- 
withſtanding what you ſuffer'd before the 
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| ſome ſuch Regimen as I propoſe. Don't 


Ex 
late Rebels ſubmitted in 1739. I am told 
it did not coſt the Country leſs than ten or 
twelve Thouſand a Year in Parties before 


that Time, beſides the Lives of ſome Hun- 
dreds of white Men in the courſe of a few 
Years, who were harraſs' d to Death, not 
many kill'd, but dying by mere Fatigue in 
that hard Service; ſo that the Iſland muſt 
have been almoſt depopulated or ruin'd 
by this Time, if that Accident had not 


happen d. What has been, may be, nay, 


muſt be, in the looſe undiſciplin d Manner, 


in which all Things are in this Iſland. 
Then, you wou'd wiſh for my black Sons 
of Hydra, then, more than one Negroe in 


ten would be wanting, to be employ'd in 


your own Defence, and the Purſuit of the 


Rebels; ſo many at leaſt would be taken 


from your Plantations and ſent into the 
Woods, and yet they would do no good, 


and yet they would be ſent, to ſeem to be 
doing ſomething, or to put ſome Money 
perhaps in ſome-bodies Pockets. Many 


of them would deſert to the Rebels, the 
others would not be hearty or obedient, 
and all for want of being duly prepar'd by 


vou 
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(57) 
you know that it happen'd ſo formerly? 
Did any Party hardly ever go out that did 
not add ſome Recruits to the Rebels ? 
Awake, for Shame, ye Planters awake ! 
I will not trouble you or myſelf to ſhow 
that even in Point of preſent Profit 
in the meer Plantation- way, one truſty 
Man that look'd after ten, would make 
thoſe ten do twice the Work they do now; 
for this muſt be evident at firſt View, to 
any one that ever ſaw:'Negroes work, un- 
leſs in ſome very few Plantations : And be- 
ſides, I am quite tir'd, and deſire to ad- 


Journ the Debate. 


P. With all my Heart, adjourn, + for 1 
am quite tir'd too. 


We 


TTY 


The DIALOGUE continued. 


P. Eier been talking ſince nick ſome of 

1 my Brother Planters about your 
Notion of hindering Slaves from. being 
bred to Trades, and they are almoſt all to 
a Man, tooth and nail againſt it, and no 
one more ſo than a Gentleman whom you 
muſt allow to be very publick-ſpirited, en- 
tirely diſintereſted, and — clear- 
headed: 

O. I know who you mean; he has ſur- 
priz'd me much when I have talk'd with 
him on the Subject ; but there is no one in 
the World, that has not ſome Prejudice, 
which there is noPoſſibility of removing. He 
knows he can't now get white Tradeſmen 
as often as he would, and that if he had 
not Smiths, Carpenters and other Tradeſ- 
men of his own, his Mills would very often 
ſtand ſtill: But he doth not, I think, con- 
fider * what it is owing to, and the 

Diffe- 


5X 
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(59) | 
Difference there would be as ſoon as my 
Law took place. There would then be 
enough free Tradeſmen to be had, before 


his own could die away; — now a few 


Freemen are bred to Trades, the whole 


Buſineſs being ingroſs'd by a few Maſters 
of Slaves, who find ſuch Profit in teaching 


them Trades. But that pernicious Power 


being once taken away, you would ſoon 
have Freemen enough of one Colour or the 
other, for all your Trades. There are the 


Negroe 'Towns, which would ſupply you 


with many Children fit for ſome 'Trade or 
another. They would then be ſought 
after, now no-body will care to take them 
as Apprentices, when he can get ſo much 


by teaching his own Slaves. The breeding 


the wild Negroes to Trades would have 
another good Effect in aſſuring their Obe- 
dience. The Children would be in a man. 
ner Hoſtages for the Fidelity of the Pa- 
rents; and they would beſides be taken by 
Degrees out of that ſavage Way, and made 
uſeful to the Community. There is an- 
other Thing I would propoſe ; I would 
open an Aſylum for all French and Spa- 
_ Negroes, who ſhould be declar'd free 


the 


> 4 — 
— —— ́—— EE 
— 


y Ty — — COL Now Pm —_ E 
: 4 2 —— — - — _ 
IKK : «% ͤ4—§U CDS Cn — —— w — — 


(6) 


the Moment they touched the Jamaica 


Shore: This would afford you another 


* out of which Tradeſmen might be 


ot. 
, Py But you TY not 90 chat, if we 
were at Peace with them; would it not be 
againſt the Law of Nations? 

O. If it be wrong and oppreſſive, as I 
think I have proved, to make People 
Slaves, it cannot be wrong to contribute to 
their Delivery, and give. Refuge to the 
Oppreſs d. The Spaniards have always 
done it by us whenever it ſuited them, as 
at St. Auguſtine, where all the Carolina Ne- 
groes have been always ſure to meet with a 


good Reception. Our Moſeito-Shore Ne- 
groes too, meet with a ſure Aſylum in 


Guati mala. It doth. not ſuit the French 


to begin ſuch a Practice, as they in Hi 


pamola have a greater Number of Negroes 
in Proportion to the Whites than even we 
have in this Iſland, and beſides are remark- 
able for their.Severity, and being to Wind- 
ward our Negroes could not get to them. 

Of this I am perſwaded, whatever Na- 
tion in America declares firſt for Liberty, 
and abſolutely aboliſhes Slavery, muſt be 
Maſters of the whole Continent, or as 


much 


K 

much of it as they pleaſe. It was ſtrange 
Stupidity in us to make the Indians Slaves; 
— I don't believe, when the Law that put 
a Stop to it took Place, there were above 
fifty in the whole Iſland, and they not 
good for much, and yet we got the Hatred 
of all the Indian Nations by it, being more 
odious to them than the very Spaniards : 
| Whereas otherwiſe they would naturally 
on all Occaſions have aſſiſted us againſt 
them; and I am perſwaded that in about 
ſome twenty or thirty Years hence, when 
all the Slaves we have of their Nation 
ſhall be dead, and the Jadians will be ſure 
they may rely on us, that we ſhall make 
the Spaniards Hearts ake, whenever we 
pleaſe to make a Deſcent on the Iſthmus of 
Darien, or any other Part of the Ve-. 
Indies. Could I but ſee, at the ſame time, 
the Regulations I have propoſed, or better, 
take Place, one Free-man over every ten 
Slaves, each Free-man to have a fixed and 
ſure Property in the Eftate, no Slave pu- 
niſhed arbitrarily at Caprice, but by the 
Conſent of the Majority of five at leait of 
theſe Free- men. Could I but fee, I ſay, 
ſome ſuch Regulations made, and no 

more 
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I ſhould then think Jamaica as ſecure as 


or trebled in Value, and this Iſland would 
be a Jewel in the Crown little inferior to 
that of Ireland. —How charmingly are we 
ſituated for Trade! Were a proper Convoy 


Merchant- men over to the Coaſt, between 
 Carthagene and Porto- bel, we might hold 
à Fair there, and a rich one too, when- 
ever we would, which would bring in 
Dollars and Dubloons, my Friend, to ſend 
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fers. But what is the Matter eb you, 


to the Song, as a Man would ſerve a Cu- 
cumber, let me throw it away. I would 


5 Pepper and Salt, tolerably well mixed, no- 


( 62) 
to be imported for the Uſe of the Iſland, 


England; your Lands would be doubled 


of Men of War to go with every Fleet of 


to England, and refreſh their empty Cof- 


you don't mind me? 
P. I was thinking I own of your Tres 


tiſe, and after all, ſeriouſly I think, upon 
conſidering the Matter fully, you would 
do better to ſuppreſs it; — do, let me ſend 
for a Candle and — it; or, according 


not diſparage your Performance, it is well 
ſeaſoned enough, the Oil and Vinegar, 


thing 


* 
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thing remains now in Form, but to throw 
it away; do, take my Advice, you can- 
not imagine what Trouble you will N 

wiſe expoſe yourſelf to. Fe 


O. I don't care. | | 
P. The whole Iſland, inſtead of leh. 


ing you for your Care, ſhould they ſuſpect 
you for the Author, will have Yon in Ab- 


horrence. 

O. Iam reſolv'd. 

P. You will repent. 

O. TIl die a Martyr firſt. Could: Coſer 
and Catiline undergo ſuch infinite La- 


bours, encounter ſuch immenſe Difficul- 
ties and Dangers, doing Miſchief, and 
ſubverting the Liberties of their Country, 


for the Sake of Power only; and ſhall not 


I, do Good, to render the Miſerable 
happy, to ſecure a Colony, and make it 


flouriſh, venture the Scorn, or utmoſt Ma- 
lice of Mankind ? I will die with Plea- 
fare to carry ſuch a Point. 

P, Always romantick and viſionary ! 
What the Devil of Similitude is there be- 


| tween the grand Scheme of thoſe two, 


tho” wicked, yet great Commanders, for 


the Maſtery of the World, and your future 


Project 


4 


(864 
Project for the Regulation of a few Slaves. 
J Warrant, great Sir, you think of dying 
. fiercely at the Head of an Army like the 
one, or compoſing yourſelf with great De- 
cency in your Fall like the other; your 
very Enemies applauding the Grace and 
Dignity with which you go off the Stage. 
— No, Sir, nothing like it. all that 
will happen to you, is, that if you ſhould 
happen to ſhow your Head upon the 
Change, either at London or Briſtol, or 
any great trading Town, the Maſters of 
Ships, andi others concerned in the Guinea 
Trade, will crowd about you, get you 
'among them, huſtle; ſqueeze, and trample 
vou to Death, as ſome had like to have 
*ferved Sir Richard for his Exciſe Scheme, 
if he had not been well ſupported: by his 
- Scotch. Guards * W. r ws Fer- 
Lon. ern 
S. I am not ck 4 $toical Cob 
as you would make me, to be concerned 
about the Manner of my Death; theEnd one 
is in Purſuit of is the Thing, and ſince you 
drive me ſo hard, I muſt tell you, and if 
'T ami tedious, (as who is not who talks of 
himſelf?) you muſt thank yourſelf for it. 
77052 5 7 


Che). > 

1 was always, even in my young Days, of 
a ſerious, melancholy Diſpoſition ; not 
nuch a Melancholy as was ſorrowful, ſour 
or uneaſy, but ſuch a one as had a Mix- 
ture of ſober Chearfulneſs with it, and was 
altogether pleaſing and agreeable to my- 
ſelf, however gloomy it might appear to 
others. Now my Youth is gone, the 
Heat and Paſſions of Vouth are gone hi 
and better Affections have taken Place. I 
find in myſelf an Inclination to do, . a 
vaſt Pleaſure in doing Good. I cannot ex- 
preſs to you the Pleaſure I had when I firſt 
perceived diſtinctly this Inclination within 
myſelf; I hail'd, I welcom'd, 1 addreſs'd 
myſelf to it, as if it was ſome other Being 
or Spirit within me, and not, a Part of my- 
ſelf. But I muſt own, I find my Inclina- 
tion very faint and ſmall; 1 have endea- 
voured wrongly, * think, to ſeparate 
and refine it too much from a Defire of 
Glory, by which I may perhaps have 
render'd it purer, but certainly have made 
it weaker. I think indeed of doing 
Good, 1 muſe about it, 1 will it, but 
it is but a bare Velleity, no ſtrong Im- 
pulſe, no Force driving me on ; afraid 


F there- 
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therefore to check it, I give way to it as oft as 
it comes upon me, that by thus encouraging, 
I may at laſt i improve it to ſomething ; Tin 
dulge in it, that it may grow by Indul- 
gence ; if I ſhould 33 it I am afraid 
ſhould loſe it, which I would not for the 
World. No, good Spirit ! let me never 
loſe thee, never reſiſt thy facred Motions ; 
— to reſiſt thee, is to reſiſt , methinks, : 

fin againſt the Holy Ohoſt, for ſure thou 
art the Comforter; thou haſt made me 
| happy. Lol a Son of Adam is happy 
happy to his e own Heart s Deſire ; but thro! 
thee alone, without thee warkk than the 
Beaſts of the Field. O facred Spirit, by 
whom I am ally. d to ſuperior Natures, and 
even to the Supreme himſelf, take up thy 
Reſidence within me; poſſeſs me whole, 
drive away all baſe Inclinations, all corrupt 
Affections, all Fear, all Cunning, and e- 
very thing that is grievous to thy righteous 
Nature ; fill me with generous Reſolutions, 
and a noble Ardour to do Good ; to da the 
Thing I ought, what is right and becom: 
ing my Nature. Oh! never leave, never 
abandan me; for without thy heavenly 
Light, it is Darkneſs all; dark, 1 


. 
lark, comfortleſs and dark! I will never 


offend Thee, never ceaſe to follow thy di- 


" vine, Inſpirations; J am determin'd, yes, 
where'er Thou lead'ſt Thy faithful Sol- 


dier, I will on ; no Toils or Dangers ſhall. 


obſtruct my March. 


[Here he went on with a great deal 


of rapturous Stuff, while the Plan- 


ter was ſtaring all the Time, till he 
began to recover, and went on.] 


But 1 forgot myſelf, where was 1 ? 

P. In the Clouds, or ſomewhere above 
them; how many Thouſand Conferences 
have you had with Gabriel or Michael? 
I think Mahomet had ninety-nine Thou. 
ſand in leſs Time. 

O. Well faid my Friend, Mars you 
laugh at me, it is Time to give over— but 


will you go along with me to Col. 
who has invited me to drink ſome Bure a 


gundy juſt come. After a Glaſs or two 1 
ſhall forget my Scheme, and think no more 


of what will become gf fn, "2 78. 


| Planters do, 
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